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V. 4 Letter from Mr. Tho. Hearne, M. 4.
of Oxford, to Mr.Ralph Thoresby, F. R.S.
occafio’'d by fome Antiquities lately difcover’d
near BRAMHAM-MOOR iz YORK-
SHIRE.

WORTHT SIR,

§. 1.Y | Rom the great Variety of antient Monuments con-
tinually found in thefe Iffands 'tis plain that valt
Improvements might be made to the Accounts that have
been hitherto given of the Britifb Antiguities, and there
1s no reafon to doubt but if Mr. Cambder were now living
he could with eafe inlarge his Britannia to another Vo-
lume of equal Value with the former. Coyns were not o
generally taken notice of by learned Men at that time as
they have been fincey at leaft if they did take notice of
them, yet they were not fo curious as to put down the
feveral Deferiptions of them, nor to confider their true Ufe.
Since his Excellency Baron Spanbein’s Book, and other
Works of the {ame kind were publild, Scholars have
been more inguifitive after thefe Relicks 5 and from the
infinite numbers dug up amongft us, divers Places that
were of #ote in the times of the Romans, but are zow
quite deftroy’d, bave been found out, which Mr. Cambder
knew nothing of in his time for want of thefe Difcoveries.
Add to this that the Antiquity of {ome other Towns may
be carried by thefe Helps much higher than he has done
in his refpective Difcourfes of thems; and particularly
Witney, within feven Miles of Oxford, appears to be of
Nnn 2 note
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note long before Edward the Confeffor’s time, as I gather
from Roman Coyns lately fouad there, fome of which [
have had communicated to me by the Reverend Dr. Ralph
Trumbull, not long fince Redfor f that Place. The beft
of thofe fent to me is cne of impure Silver (according
to the Cuftom of that Time) in Honour of Fulic Mummea,
Mother to Alexander Severus. 'That which makes it the
more likely that here was a Town {0 early is this, that
the Ickenild Way pelled not farfrom it on the right hand
in i's Courfe to Ciremcefler, where all the four Great Ways
crofs’d. [ might here mention o:her Places, that have
receiv’d the fame ddvantage for their dntiquity, if 1 were
not {ufficiently fatisfied that you are much better acquaint-
ed with this Part of Learming , and with the fevera!
Ufes of it than I am.  Thro the Ignorance of divers
that light upon thele old Monuments it is that many of
them are guite deftroy’d 3 but then there arc not wanting
$everal sngenions Gentlemen, who ont of a matural Love
20 Autiquity {pare vo Cofts nor. Pains to colle& and pre-
ferve as many as they can, and are always ready to.com-
municate to the Publ ¢k their Obfervations upon them. A-
mongft thefe | defervedly reckon your felf, -who as You
have made a very good Colleifion, {o you have withal
been plealed to oblige the Learned World wich feve-
ral curions Diftourfes upon them in the Plilofophical
Tranfuitions. You have likewife been fo kind as to fa-
vour me with the Account of fome of them, and when
! was ingaged in the Oxford Edition of Livy, you took
care to tran{mit to mc two [ufcriptions, which (hew that
the ixth Legion of the Ramans refided at York. Thefe
i have made publick at the End of the lalt Volume in the
Annotations (a). But I am molt concern’d at prefent for
the old Inftruments which you tell me were fome Montks

ey See Pl VI, pag. 187,
fince
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fince found at a Place call'd Ofmondihick near Brambam-
Moor in your County, concerning which you defire [
would give you my Opinion ; which I thall the rather
do that you may fee I am not unmindful of your Favours,
bus am willing to make all po[fzble Returns 1 can.

§. 2. Thele Infbruments it appears from your Letter are
of Brafs, and are five or fix in mumber, but of different
Sizes, from a little more than three to four Inches and a
half in length, and from one and a half to two and a half
in breadth. They arc {fomewhatin form of a Wedge, as
proceeding from a thin Edge to one and a half or two
Inches at the thicker End, where they are hollowed to. put
upon a Shaft. Each of them has anEer or Loop, which-
that I may the better perceive the farm of, you have been
at the Pains of adding the Draught of one, accurately
done by your felf. From your ex«# and zice Relation
’tis plain that they are juft like rhat we have in the Repo-
fitory adjoyning to the Bodlejan Library at Oxford.. This
has been kept there for feveral Yearss buat where twas
difcovered there is not the lealt Memorial to inform us.
Perhaps it might be procur’d by Dr. Plot when he was
writing the Natural Hiflory of Staffordfbive, where he
has (b) mentioned feveral Inftruments of the {ame kind
dug up in that County. You have told me thac 'tis your
Opivion that thefe Infiruments were the Heads of Spears
ot walking Staves of the civiliz’d Britains 5 aud for Con-
firmation of it you refer ms to Mr. Speed’s Hiftory of Grea
Britain, (¢) where he has publilb’d the Figures of the
antient Britains both bcfore and after they were civiliz’d,
You acknowledge however that the Tops of the Spears there
are fomewhat different from thofe we are now confidering.
And indeed they are not only fomewhat but alfﬂgetbe?’dij“,%»

——

. () See Chap. X, §. 19, &c, (o) L.1. e 7,
rents
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rent, being exaltly of the fame Muke with thofe we find
in the Columna Trajana and the Books that reprefent to us
the Military Inflruments of the old Romans, Greeks, &ve.
But had they been of fome Refemblance, yet I cannot fee
that thofe Figures in Speed are of any Authority. For tho’
you guefs that they were copied from old MSS. yet I
could never yet meet with any MSS. of our Bri-

tifp Hiflory that have any fuch Figures, If ever any

one had them, we have reafon to prefume that other Books
upon the fame Subjecf would have retain'd them 5 at leaft
we ought not to doubt it of Cepies of the fame Author,
That is the Method obferv’d in other Sorts of MSS. The
Lliwminators were generally left at liberty as to the Orna-
mental Parts of the Great Letters 5 but when any Figures
were to be depiifed that (hould illuftrate and explain the
Abnthor, there they wereto be exa# and punifual, and they
had no more Allowance to alter them than they had to
alter and interpolate the Text of the Author himfelf. Hence
I am inclin'd to think that thefe Figures are modern, and
are owing to Mr. Speed himfelf. ’Tis alfo what himfelf
infinuates in the fame Chapier, acknowledging that they
were adapted to the Defcriptions given of the Britzins in
anticnt Authentick Authors.  But not to examine other Par-
ticulars, the Form of the Spears in their Hands is not
countenanc’d by any Authority of Note. For tho’ Hero.
dian has acquainted us that they ufed fbort Spears, yet he
is filent as to the Muake of them. Nor indeed have we
any where a good Account of the Military Arms of the
Britains. 'The Authors tran{mitted to Pofferity by them
are modern in comparifon of the Roman Wiiters, and
are withal Romantick and not to be rely’d on. And as
tor the Bards they took no care to tranfmit to. Po-
ferity thefe Weapons, or to give us nice Relations of
their Countrymen. °Tis trae, there have been and are ftill
found feveral Inftruments made of Flint, which the belt
FJudges clteem to be Britifb. The Flint Heads of their
drrows are commonly called in Scotland Eif-Arrows, as
being
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being {uppofed to have an extracrdinary Virtue againft the
Elves, and to drop from the Clouds. There are other
Flints {fomewhat in form of Axes, and thefe Dr. Plot
calls (4) Britifb Axes 5 but Dr, Leigh thinks (¢) they
are [ndian. Sit William Dugdale inclines to the Opinion
embrac’d by Dr. Plot, and he acquaints (f) us with
feveral of about four Inches and an half in length, cu-
rioufly wrought by Grinding. But they might as well
have been Roman, the Romans having ufed Flint Weapons
as wcll as the Britains, and ’twas from the Romans that
the Britains learn’d the Art of working them. That which
alfo f{eems to make us believe that they might be Rowsan,
is that thofe mentioned by Sir William were found at
Oldbury, Aldbury or Ealdbury, which was a Rowear Forr,
and is the fame in Signification with Alchefler in Oxford-
fhire, Alchefter being nothing elfe but €alo-ceareep, {o call’d
by the Sixons to fhew that’twas a Place of Antiquity
even in their Time. And tho’ the Auonymons Author of
the Antiquities of Alchefler at the End of the Parochial
Antiquities of Ambrofden derive it from AlleFus, as if he
were the Founder, yet there is no Authority either from
goym,v Inferiptions, or Books to countenance the- Corje-
wre.

§.3. Now fince there are no Authentick Authsrs by
which we may learn what Arms were made ufe of by the
Britains in their Wars, 1 can think of no properer Me-
thod for finding this out than by {eeing what Arms were
in ufe amongft thofe Pesple from whom they immediately
had their Original. Mr. Sheringham, who was a learned
Mar and endued with an accurate Fudgment, inclines to
the Story.of Geffry.of Monmonth; who deduces the Bri-

(d) Loco fupracitat. (¢) Natural Hiffory of Lancafhire, 1ib. I. p. 181,
) Anviguities of Warwickihire, pag. 778. f ’ .
. tans
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tains from the Trojans. And this is the Opinion too ef
{everal other learned Men. But whatever their Abilities
and Authority might be in other Refpets, yet in this the

muft be reckond partial, and I rather fitike in with thofe
other Whriters of more anthority who derive the Britains
from the Ganls 3 among(t whom Mr. Camden is chief. He
has diligently and micely prov’d that the Ganls and Britains
had the {ame Religion 5 that they both had their Bards
and Druide, enjoy’d the {ame form of Government, us'd the
{ame Method of Fighting, had the fame Nuatural Genius,
were equally candid and innocent, were addicted to change
when provok’d, were compajfionate to theic Relations, and
always ready to partake in their Vindication. He has
withal (hew'd that they both affeCted great Numbers of
Servants, that their Buildings were alike and were fur-
rounded with Woods, that they both ufually wore (hains
of Gold abour their Necks, and had Rings on their Mid-
dle-Fingers 5 that they both wore long Hair, and that the
Garments ca\’d Brache were common to each. Thefe Things
he confirms from the bef? and moft approved Authors. And as
the chiefeft Argument he has alledg’d Variety ot Inflances to
fhew chat chey {poke the fame Langnage.  Mr. Sheringham
himf{elf was aware of this, and therefore to evade the
Force of the Argument he makes (g) the Trojans to come
through Gaul, which being then thinly inhabited, he
fays Brute and his Companions foon conquer’d it, built a
City, and continued there ’till fuch time as they had well
peopled it, after which they pa{s’d over into Britain,
and by that means the Britains came to have the fame
Langnage. This is his Hypothefes, which is {o far from
deferving Approbation, that it does not {eem confiftent
with ufual Prudence, nor with the other wife 4és that
are afcrib'd to Brute.  For no one that rightly confiders
can think that Brure would voluntarily leave {0 large a

(2) See his Book de Origine Gentis Angloys pag. 7. & feqq.
ountyy
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Country as Gaul for one that was fo much lefz. It 3
therefore more likely that the Britains had their immse.
diate Original from the Ganls. Cefar himfelf thoughe
fo as to thofe that inhabited more near the Coafts,
notwithftanding his Obfervation that the Midiand Peo-
ple were Aborigines. Nor will Boxborn's Affertion that
the Gallick Tongue was the fame with the Scythian over-
throw this Hypothefs. For it may very well be (uppo-
fed that the Gauls came firlt from the Seythians, who
are in §uftin (b) obfervd to have been the molt -
tient People, and to have contended with the Agyp-
tians on that Score. This will exactly agree with
what Camden and others have afferted concerning
the Gauls being defcended from Gomer, the eldeft Sor
of Faphet. 1 know indeed that Mr. Sammes derives
the Seythians from Magog the ficond Son of Faphes.
But (not here to take notice of his contradicting him-
felf in this Point) fince Strabo (i) and Stephanus (k)
mention a City calld Gogarene betweer Colchis and
Iberia, and fince the city Hierapolis in Celo-Syria, ac-
cording to Pliny (), wascall'd by the Sgrians MAGOG,
tis more probable that Magog {eated himfelf in thofc
Conutries, mnear to which ‘tis agreed his Brethren fec-
tled, than that he wandred fo far out of the Way
from them. Here I cannot but take notice that the
Britains were like the Scythians a frugal People, and
their long Lives (they often living to the Age of 120
Tears) wight in great meafure be afcribd  to their
Temperance, and theiv Milk Dyet, (julk like the Hippo-
molgs mentioned by Hower (m). And as MEfchylus
tells us that the Scpthians were ixmmis Bosiipes ovyouons
a juft Nation and addifed to the Feeding of Horfes,

(b Hift. lib. 1L e 1. () Lib. 1L (k) $De Urbib, e,
(/) Nat. Hiit. lib. V., ¢. 23, (m) 1L XIIi. v, 3.
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fo the {amec may be faid of our antient Britains who
were very religions and  obferv’d the Rules of their
Priefts, and took extraordinary Delight in Cattle,
whence perhaps they might effe&t to have the fionres
of Beals cut upon their Bodies.  From what bas been
faid down I hope ‘tis plain that the Ganls and Bri-
tains were of the fame Original. What we have
next to do is to fce what drirs were us'd by the
Ganls. There are feveral Autbors that have written
of the Nature of them, and particalarly Clroer and
Boxhorn. Their Names are Spatha, geffitne, (gefum ot
gefum) lancea, [parum, cateia, wmataris or rather wateris
{ not  matara, machera, wis, welps, wigs OF gudags
() thyreos, and cetrum or cetra. 1 fnail not here wiift
upon the Signification or reafon of the Names, but on-
ly obferve o general that the gefim was a Fawvelin,
the fparum, cateia and mataris were different Sorts of
Darts, and that the thyreos was an oblong and the cetrum
a fhort fort of Shield. So that the Spaibz only remains
{for the nature of the Lawce is well known) to bs
compar'd with the Weaspons we are confidering. “Tis
cald by the ltalians SP 4 D A, and by the Spaniards
ESP AD. A ¥rom the Defeription that Ijdoere has
left us of ir, we are nform’d that ‘twas a twe-edg'd
Sword, with which they c# and did not threff. Whence
*tis plain thefe drms had not fharp Tops, agreeable to
what I iy {o) has related that their gladij were pre-
Jorgi, ac fiwe mucromibus. And Polybius bas the {ame
reafon why they did not pwfh with them. Hence it
15 clear that our Juflruments which have not two Edges,
but are dull like wedges were not fpathe, and fince they
do not agree to any of the other Gallick Inflruments

G
o

(n) See Livylib. VIl o 24+ Edin. Oxon, (o) Lib, AXIL ¢ 46
Edir. Ozon,

We
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we mult carry on our Imguiry; and examin whethet
they agree with any of the Arss of fome other an-
tient Nation that made a Figure in Britain.

§. 4 Our Anuceflors the Saxons will have no (hare
in this Irguiry, For 'tis plain from the Hiffery of
them givea by Perflegan, and the flgures publifh'd aifo
by him, that Spears, Halberds, Shields, Crofs-bows,
Swords, (which were broad and bowing, fomewhat in
fathion of a Sythe,) and Harchetts, which they call'a
Bills, were the Arms made ufe of by them; nor did
the Weapons of the Danes that fuccceded them much
vary if at all. Coming from the fame Paris they us’d
the fame Cufloms in their Military Ondertakings., For
tho' the Normarns endeavourd to make an iwtire Allerati-
on, yet they found the Attempt impralticable, and they
were forc’d to acquiefce, and lay afide their Propofals,
which thwarted o very much thofe antient Cufloms that
were here generally entertain'd, and receivid.  Bat how-
ever notwith(tanding thefe Inftruments do not refemble
either the Saxonz or Danifh Military Arms, yet 1 find
in Wormins's Mufewm (p) two Cimbric Infbruments witl
which they have {ome Likenefs. Thefe he tells us were
of Brafs, and he calls them Wedges. The larger of
them was five Juckes in length, and three in Breadth.
He 15 67 opinion that they were usd in the Wars, ef-
pecially when e drmies were very mear cach other.  If
they had Holes by which they mizhe have been fix'd to
Helves e would have believ'd ¢hem to be Battle-Axesy
bur being neither bollow (as ouss arc) nor having no
oher way of being falten'd to other Inflruments, hecon.
claded thatche N of Wedges might be molt proper.

k}

Awery ingenions Genilenar {ome time {ince informd me
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that much fuch Inﬁrument.r had been found in the Ife
of Man, and that a great many Urzs had been alfo dif-
coverd there, as likewifle divers Inferiptions with flrange
CharaFers. 1 do not queftion but the Infcr:ptzom are
Runick. And ’tis bighly probable chat the Infrument
were like thofe in Wormins s 5 but if they agree exaétly
with ours they will from what [ fhall fay by and by
a')pual to be Romar. For notwithltanding it be com-
monly held that the Romans never were in 1 this Ifte, yet
I {ee no other reafon why it fhould be thought {o, than
that the awtient Authors now remaining do not mention
it. This 15 only a negariwve frgume,zt and what we
ought not to lay a very great Strefs upon. The Urns
fzem clearly to evince that they were here. I know ins
deed that tis faid that thefe Urns muft be perfectly Daa
zifh, by realon of the fmall black Bones and Afpes found
mthem 3 which however is no fure Ground to go upon.
For I bave {cen in the Bodlejan Repofitory a Piece of a
Rowman Urn which was dug up feveral Years ago at an
old Rontaz Town in England with many others, {ome of
which were of different Figures. 'Tis now in a DBox,
and with it are little black Bones, Afhes, &c. wrapped up
in two Picces of courfe Linnen. This Linnen is 1n the
{ame figure with the Ora, but the Urz for one of the
Picces is wanting. The Smallnefs of the Bones fhews that
they are the Relicks of Children. It was cultomary a-
mong the Romans after the Bodies were burnt to walh
the Bowues with Wine and Milk, and afterwards the o-
serz wrapt their Children in Linnen, dry'd them in their
Bofomss, and then put them into Uras to be buried.
This Caftom was alfo peculiar to the Dawes, who learnd
it from the Romans, trom whom likewife they reccivid
"Urn-Burial it {elf.  Such VUrss too are mentiond by the
famous Sir Thomas Brown to have been found at Old Wal-
Singham in Torkflirs Nor is the Reman Hiffory altoge-
ther flent of the If of Man's being knownto the Ro-

a2
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mans. For Plutarch exprelly tells us, thzt cne Demetrin
failed hither, as well as to other Brétifh [ffes inthe Reign
of Adrian. 'Tis no wonder that Runick Infiriptions are
cifcovered ia the Places where Roman Urns are tound.
Thofe Infiriptions might have beenmade upoa other occa-
Jions after it became in future Ages inhabited by Duawes
and Norwegians, ‘The fame Aecident hes {ometimes hap-
pendin England. And Mr. Camden particularly relatcs
in the Clelz of his Difcous{e concerning Stone-Hemge, that
i the Time of King Hen, VIIth. was found at Sore
Hengza Table of mizxt Metal on which were ingrav'd ma-
ny Letters, but the Charaifer was {o flramge that neither
Sir Thomas Elyat, nor Mr. Lilly, the famous Schiol M-
Ster of St Paul’s, could tell what to make of them, and
{o there was no care taken to preferve the Monument, the
Lofs of which was afterwards much lamented by Olaxs
Wormius, who thought it to be Rumicg, as without que-
{tion it was: and yet Stowe-Hemge itfelf is a Roman
Work, as has been made out by Mr Inigo Fones, who
tho’ he was confuted by the late learned Dr. Charletos,
yet Mr. Jones's Opinion was very well defended by Mr.,
Fohn Webb, who has in his Book diltinétly cxamined the
Methods made ufc of both by the Romans and the Danes
in their Buildings.

§. 5. Having proceeded thus far in this Izguiry, and
fhew’d that thefe Inffrumsents wers not wnlitary Arms
either of the Britains, or of the Saxons, or of the Danes,
I (hall now carry icon farther and endeavour to prove that
they ate owing to the Romans, which is what | have before
infinuated. 1 once thought that they were a fort of Axes
which the Romans made ule of in th:ir Swerifecs, of
which Dr. Plot rakes notice of two forts, the fecnres La-
pidee and the fecures Gupree, tho’ Dr. Leigh will have his
Inflances to be both Indian. Upon a more narrow con-
fderation of the Hewan (acsificing Inflruments; 3 Lave quize

changed
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Chang'd this Upinion, not finding the lealt Footfleps of
fuch Axes in any of the Books of Roman Antiguitics
I have hitherto confulted: On the contrary they are
In the Swovetanrilia or Splitanvilia of the Columna Trajara
reprefented in the {ame Formz, and faftened in the fame
manner, that we ule at #bis Day. And fo alfo in other
Sucrifices, as may partly be {esn in the Gemms, Rings,
<re. pablifh’d out of the Studies of Augnflinus, and Gor.
Lens, as well as in the Monuments of “Gruter, Reinefius,
8pon and Fubretts, to omitthe duthors colleCted upon this
Sutjet by Grevigs in bis large Body of Roman Antiqu:-
sies. Neither could they have been the Heads of Spear.,
as is manifelt from the fame Authorities. The Romar
Spears and Fawvelins cccur very frequently, and yet not
one of them ecither on their Coyms or elfewbere 1s to be
‘met with in the Figure of, thele Infiruments. 'Tis true
fome of their Spears had two Heads, fo they might ufe
either End uppermolt as they pleas’d. We have one of
thele in Auguflinus (gq). The Heads differ from one
another, but they n:zither of them anfwer our Monx-
ments.  Nor are the moft antient Spears of the Romans
we meet with different from thofe they made ufe of
in more modern Times, as may in fome meafure be
{cen in the famcus Shield lately publithed at Oxford
(r>, which is certainly awthentick, 10s Antiquity is de-
iended in the Place T have cited. [t may here be farther
added to what is there alledg’d that Lucius Florus gives
() us the fiult Inflamce of the Romuans fighting upon
Horfes without Bridles 5 and in the Columna Trajana (#)
the Horfes are placed in full fpeed with their Riders with-
outany Bridles or other Cyrbs 1o reftrain and guide them,

() Guam. @ Sculpt. antlg. ex Edin Jac, Gronovii Franeq. 1694.
Pari, s 155, (i) Vide Lavij Edit, Oxone Pol. VL poigs. (f)
Lib 8 e (&) Num.i59.

a great
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a great many of the Romm having made themfelves
Mafters of this Method of Frg/*tmg thet they might
like the Numidians (who were fumons for ity be the
i2(8 incumber’d in the DBaiile, and ruth upon the Ewe-
zzy with the more Force. Their ﬁ{[*c res alfo are
Proof cnough of it's being pradicable.

§.6. But now tho’ thele Infruments are not properly
Roman military Weapons, {uch as they us'd in their Bas-
tles, yet they were of fervice amongft the Seuldiers, and
good Numbers of them were conflantly provided to
be carried about in the Aramy. For I believe that they
are Roman Chiffells, and that they were us’d to cur the
Stones, and other Materials that were judg'd ferviceable
for building their Camps. This is not Conjelfurc only
as appears From the Colwmna Frajasa, where (#) the
Souldiess are reprefented polifhing the Stowes for the
Rorsan Tents in the Dacic Wars with fuch fort of Chif-
jells made of DBrafs. Thefe Chiffells they beat and
worked into the Stowe and other Materials with Mai-
lets of the fame Metal. We have other Inflances of
it in the fame Piliar;, which is one of the “bett M-
smuments we have by which to judge of the feveral
frzﬂrumeﬂn made ufe of by them in their military
Enterprifes.  Thefe Chiffells were cf admirable [ervice
m making their Aggeres, which confited of  Eurtf,
Stomes and Timber. The Stones were {ometimes throwr,
together without amy polithing ;, but t‘nt was more
rarely, and ’twas look’d upon as a better fCourity to
have them work'd that they might lye even. By
this Account the reafon will be cafily perceivid why
thele [uftruments ave hollow, namc*y to-faften Handles
to them for more comvenience in- driving them. If

(#) In wum. 1670

;
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they had been Wedges, ’twould have been a great In-
convenience to have had them hollow.  Befides the Wedges
by being drove into the Wood or Stones would have been
[lrangely worn on the Sides, and have receivid confide-
rable Alterations, whereas tha Sides of ours in the Bodle-
juin Repofitory (and I {uppofe your’s are {o too) are juft
as they were at firlt, and there is not the leaft Change,
unlafs it be on the Edge, which is very blunt and much
broken, which I guels to have proceeded from the Stowe.
As for the Ears or Loeps, ’tis probable they might be
put on that thereby the Hawdles might be fixt the
better 5 or perhaps they were defign'd for the Eafe of
the Souldiers, who in their Fourreys might by this means
faften them tc their Girdles. For I believe molt if not
all the Souldiers had {uch Izflruments, which they were
oblig’d to make ufe of when Nece[ity requir’d. T know
that tis the opinion of moft that cthere were a few parci-
cular Perfons always in the Army to whom thefe Works
were committed, and that they were exempt from the
Office of Sonldicrs, and that they were marmorarij, qua-
dratarij, tignarij and flralfores. ‘Thele may be caill’d
all by one Name fabri seurarij, tho’ that is conmonly reck-
on’d only another Nawe for firutfores. But this is a wrong
Perfwafion, and Fabretti has (w) well obfervd that there
ate N0 fabri murarij, as they are taken for Artifts
ditin& from Sowldiers, on Trajan’s Pillar. 'This Obfer-
wation he has made in oppofition to Santi Bartoli, who
calls them exprefly fabri murarij. Fabreiti’s Remark as
“tis very jult with refpect to this fort of Arsifts, fo it
mut be noted that there were no other diftin& Artifs
that were freed from the Dutys of Souldiers. Even
the Artifts that had recciv'd liberal Education are to

{») Syntagm: de columna Trajana pag. 208,

be



( 499 )

be comprehended in this Obfervation, I mean their
Phyfitians : which is the reafon that in Fubrett; we
have (x) the Piifure of a Pb]ﬁtim fortified with a lori-
ca ot Coat of Alail and moving his Hands to a fick Perfon
that was his Patient. The lorice (hews he was one of
the better fort of Souldiers call'd ewocati, thofe of the
inferior Order being allow’d only a Pecforal of thin Brafs.
It withal points out to us that he was after he had f-
nifh’d chefe Offices to the Sick bound to betake himfelf
to the other Offices of a Souldier. This was fometimes
intermitted, but in Trajan’s (triCk Difeipline *twas always
obferv’d, he being refolv'd to imitate and bring into fa-
fhion the Sewerity that had been made ufe of in the more
antient Times. Fot this reafon we fee the Souldiers in
this Pillar duly exereifing and perfotming, when there
was any need, all the Offices of Tradefmen, it being at
this time cuftomary to lilt Tradefmen amongft the Soulds-
ers for this Intent.

§. 7. Befides the Ules thele Inflruments were put to in
forming the Roman Camps, they were moreover imploy’d
in making and repairing the High Ways, which fwal-
low’d up a large Quantity of Stone, efpecially in fuch
Places as were marfby and Fenny. The Pomptin Marfhes
were vaftly large, and yet at fuch time as the Sowldiers
were too many to be us’d againft the Evemy, a motion
was made that they fhould be imploy’'d to drairn them,
which was {o well approv’d, that the Senate immediate-
ly gave Orders for it, and the Soil was {o rich and fertile
that great Numbers came and fettled here, infomuch that
there were no lefs than XXXIII. Towrs built upon the
Ground. The Waters however afterwards got ftrength
~again, and 'twas in a manner wholly drown’d 5 which
made Fulins Cefar entertain fome Thoughts of draining

(x) Loco cit. paz. a17.

Ppp them
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them afrefhand of carrying the Appiar Waythrough them,
whereas it had before went about them y but he fail’d
in his Defizz, and ‘twas left for one of his Glorions Suc-
ceffors the Emperor Trajan, who after he had cleans'd the
Fens, caus'd a Stowe Way to be made through them,
whereon were built /arge Inns and magnificent Bridges
for Conveyance of the Water which was in the up:
per Part of the Muarfh. For memory of which he had
a Monumental Stone ercCted with -a proper Infcription,
by which it appears that the Way was X!X_ Miles in
length, there being. plac’d at the End of every AM:ile
a Mile Stone, and from thence the Way .it {elf was in
fueceeding Times call’d Decennoviume. 1 might from
hence take -occafion to menticn other Works of the
Romans.in Italy of this kind, in which Chiffells were
abfolutely wmeceffiry for cutting the Stomes 5 but this is
needlefs at prefent, and therefore 1 fhall only -remark
that as Trejan was diligent about the Ways in Italy
and. other Parts, fo it {ecems he, was no lefs careful
of , thefe Affairs in DBritain. For notwith{tanding {ome
tell us that the four Gyeat Ways. in. Britain arc owing to
Molmmtins one of the Britifh Kings and Belinus.his Son,yet
Mr. Camden and others have thew'd that they are rather
ro be attributed tojthe Romans, being repair’d and made
as it. were quite anew. (‘whereas befare they were very
mean) by Trajan, after he had reducd the Britains to
QObedience. Befides which Ways he alfo made divers other
Reffer ones here, and perhaps thefe Chiffells that have oc-
caiioned this.Letter may be fome cf .thofe us'd by the
Souldiers in his Reign, tho" before his Time 4és of this
kind had been perform'd by the Roman Souldicrs, who
alfo forc’d the Britains to undergo the {ame Drudgery,
which occafion’d them to complain to Agricola, as if they,
were too feverely and hardly dealt with,

§.8. If
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§. 8. If it be ask'd how it comes to pafs that thefe
Inftruments are of Brafs ratherthan of any other Metal?
it may be reply’d that chey as well as the Pegple’ of other
Nutions in former times thought there was an extraord:-
nary virtue in Brafs,  Whence it was that they us'd brafs
Infiruments when the Moo was in an Eelipfe (y), think-
ing that by beating of them fhe would the more eafily be
recoverd from her Labonr, which cuftons almolt univerfal-
ly prevail’d.. And ‘twas upan account of this peculiar
Virtue fuppos'd to be in Brafs that the Infirunents made
ufe of in the facred Offices weve in the more early times
all of Brafs, that the Tufcans uled Brafs Plowfhares when
their Cities were built, and that the Pricfts of the Szbins
wete thav’d with Brafs Razors (2). Hefiod him(elf tells
(4) usthat the Antients.us’'d Brafs Inftruments before Irox
ones :

Raans & tpydlovro’ winas & odn foxe cidness
At which time not only their Arms but their Houfes were
likewife of Brajs.

Tols & fiy pdanca udp Tevneds Akzor Ji7e Sinose (a)
Thi Cuflorz might prevailas well inBrizain as elfewbere, Iraw
béing not fo very plentiful in the firft time of the Rowuane,
however it might increafe afterwards when the Bud- Forge
was crected, and all proper Merbods us'd upon that occa-
fion. Nor ought it to be wonder'd how the Brafs-Chiffelis
could be-apply'd to the Steme without breaking to picces
immediately, any more than that the Plough-fhares did
not fuffer the fame Damage-in cafting up the Grownd and
grating againft the Stomes with more Violencs. The Brafl
in-thofe ‘early times was of a diffrent nature from ours,
and fo temper’d as to endute much longer with left iu-
convenience in the f{everal Operations to which imploy'd.

‘9. T have finifh’d what I have to fay at prefent up-

on thele old Infiruments,  As for another Picce of Awti.

(y) See Livy lib. XXV ¢.5. Edir. Oxov. (z) Vide Rboligin an-
tiq. Ledtr, LXIX, ¢. 10 (4) Epy. gy Hu lib. Vw150, (b) Lid v 110,
gisit -
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quity which yeu tell me you havein your Colleiion,
namely a Spur thatis no lefs than 6 hzcbe; an? an half
long from the Heel to the Middle of the Rowell, which
you take to bs of amuch later Date than the other io-
suments, we have one in the Bodlejan Repofitory of much
the {ame length, of which I have made mention in my
Additions to Sit John Spelmaw’s Life of King AElfred.
There have been feveral others found in Bnglend, and
you have joftly guefsd your's to be more modern than
the cther Inftruments. For thefe Spurs are certainly Da-
#ifb, as appears from Wormius's Monumenta Danica (d),
where he has given us the Figare of one, and there is an
Account of divers others towards the latter End of his
Mufeum,one of which is afoot and (ome odd Irches in length.
§. 10. I have been the more particular upon this Swb-
jelt, becaufe I do not remember that it has as yet been
created of by any of our Artiguaries, and I was willing
to difcafs feveral Points that occafionally offerd them-
clves when I began to confider it.  Comjelfures in Affairs
of this nature arc allowable, and accordingly I have made
ufe cf them ; but [ have endeavourd to keep my feif
within the Bounds of Modefty, and I leave the whole to
your better Sagacity. If I have fuggefted any thing that
may be of ufe to you, aswell as ferve to gratify your

Curiofity, it will be abundant Satisfaltion to,

Oxon. .. . Sir,

1709. Your oblig'd hunible Servans
Tho. Hearne.

’-(c) Page 43. (d) Pag. 50.
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